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gratifying to other cowards, who See their superiors
labouring under similar infirmities. His exordium
was, partly on this account, colder and less effective
than I expected from him; but I think also that he
had probably neglected too long to prepare this part of
his speech, and, as it was to consist merely of general
and trite topics, had perhaps trusted himself with too
little preparation for so trying an occasion, I am con-
vinced, on such occasions, the greatest men, and those
who can depend the most securely on their powers,
should yet always fairly launch themselves and set
themselves afloat by preparation; they may afterwards
trust their genius to blow and their judgment to steer
them where they wish. I thought also that Sheridan
starved his present argument a little by avoiding his
former speech, which he was unwilling to repeat.

c. . . I must assure you that, though I have
observed these imperfections and drawbacks, I admire
this speech as one of the very finest and most surprising
exertions of genius I ever witnessed.

tf I must remind you that I am now writing rather a
memorandum of my own thoughts for my own satis-
faction, and for future use or amusement, than a letter
to a correspondent, and that I write it to you only
because we are not only one fiesk but one spirit.
There are the strongest reasons for my not expressing
the slightest degree of disappointment, or showing any
f&intness in my praise and admiration of this perform-
ance. First, it would be really unjust to Sheridan to
judge the whole by a part. . . . Next, as you see,